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Power Up English Learning with Arts-The
Curriculum Design of Travel English

Li, Hong-Lin®

Abstract

The current study aims to develop a Travel English course offered to arts
majors, wishing to examine whether the curriculum has a wide diversity to enhance
the English learning motivation in art majors and whether students’ self-perceived
learning effectiveness, including tourism English and international tourism
knowledge and the four major abilities of listening, speaking, reading, and writing
has been enhanced. We employ the elements of attention, relevance, confidence,
and satisfaction to arouse student’s interest in class, using content-based
instruction to convey international travel knowledge and teach practical English for
traveling as well as task-based instruction to assist students in planning and
implementing a short video to promote Taiwan’s tourism and arts in cyber space.
We emphasize the equal use of the four skills in learning—listening, speaking,
reading, and writing, to strengthen the effect of teaching. The study is conducted
through questionnaire survey, interviewing, and class observation to examine the
outcomes of the teaching activities. As a subsequent step, the outcomes are taken
into consideration in modifying the teaching plan for future teaching practice. The
main contribution of this study is to provide insight for English teachers teaching at

arts universities on how to incorporate arts into English learning courses.

Keywords: Arts Majors, International Travel, ARCS Theory, Whole Language
Approach, Expert Lecture, English-Language Film Production

* Professor, General Education Center, National Taiwan University of Arts.
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